Annual Report
April 2022

RESCUE TO ADOPTION : THIS IS WHAT WE DO

Impact
Animal rescue takes a community and thanks to the caring actions and support of our community,
715 cats and kittens were rescued last year and found their forever homes through adoption from
Sun Cities 4 Paws Rescue Inc. Additionally, 77 cats were provided lifetime sanctuary by being
placed in Foster Homes or by becoming residents of the Free Roam Rooms at the shelter.
Thanks to the contributions of our community, our staff and our volunteers, we have upheld our
mission as a non-profit, no-kill shelter by providing lifetime sanctuary and care for cats until
adoption. Keep reading to learn more about how our community is involved in our mission. From
fundraising and our Thrift Boutique, fostering and a variety of opportunities for volunteering, there
are so many ways to be involved. Thank you for your support, your time and for doing your part to
support our mission of cat rescue. If you would like to be more involved, read on to discover
opportunities for meaningful ways to join our community.

SC4P Adoption Center and Boutique Thrift Store
11129 W Michigan Ave, Youngtown, AZ 85363

Peoria Shelter
10807 N 96th Ave Peoria AZ 85345

Foster Programs
Each year hundreds of cats’ lives are saved because foster families are willing to open their
homes and hearts to a homeless cat or kitten until it is ready for adoption. In 2021, just over 700
cats and kittens came through 4 Paws and about 530 of them went through our foster care
program. With over 50 foster families we are able to provide care for pregnant females awaiting
birth, mother cats with their babies, weaned kittens, and the most vulnerable of them all, the
neonatal kittens. We have provided care to kittens that were frostbitten, kittens that needed to
see eye specialists, and kittens with broken limbs, and ringworm. A majority of these kittens
would not have been given the chance to grow up and get adopted had it not been for our
amazing foster families.

4 Paws has a very unique program called the Senior Foster/Special Needs program. During
2021, this program served 48 senior and other cats with ongoing medical needs in permanent
foster homes. The foster person (many of them seniors themselves), get all the benefits of
having a cat without the cost that could accompany owning a senior or special needs cat. By
placing a senior or special needs cat into a home, the cats will not have to spend their life in the
shelter. This is a win-win opportunity for the person and the cat. This program relies on the
charitable donations of our community.
Contributed by Melissa Penny - Foster Coordinator

Volunteers
Our volunteers are the CAT’S MEOW!
Working on The Clean Team, or as Lads and Lassies of the Laundry or as Sensational
Socializers, the over 100 volunteers were on task everyday of the year to care for our cats and
support the 4 Paw staff. In addition, volunteers provided data input support, transported cats,
and performed lite maintenance to keep us up and running. They sewed blankets and made
mats to make our cats comfortable. Collectively they donated 8,219 hours of service. It would be
impossible to run a shelter without volunteers and we are proud to have this dedicated group to
support us.
Vicki Colliander, Volunteer Coordinator

4 Paws Boutique Thrift Store
The past year has allowed us to return to full time operations after a difficult 2020. We
appreciate the wonderful and charitable support of those dedicated contributors to our store.
Their donations are precious to us and provide the means for us to contribute to providing a
safe haven for our cats until a permanent, loving home is found for them.
We appreciate and value our volunteers and would not be able to function without them. They
work hard beautifying the store; they work in the back room sorting and pricing all that goes out
on the floor; they constantly move items and clothing that does not sell to the back room to
distribute to other causes. We try hard to salvage as much as we can by re-donating to others.
A special thanks to our dedicated cashiers, Sue and Bonnie.
Others in the community that we appreciate and need to thank are Two Men and a Truck who
donate time once a month to pick up donated furniture and bring it to the store and set it all in
place. Sally and Ruben, who have a small metal recycling company, take all our old metal pots,
pans, and non-working appliances. We would be overwhelmed if Tiedeman Global, Inc were not
part of helping us by picking up our excess clothing, bedding to redistribute around the world.
We also donate bedding, dog toys and food that we cannot use or did not sell to a small dog
rescue; other items that we do not sell such as medical supplies, hygiene products, walkers, lap
robes, etc., we donate to a senior center that cares for underserved seniors.
Check our website or come shop at our store for information about events this year. We look
forward to a fabulous 2022, with your help.
Maria Gillmore, Volunteer Store Manager

From Deb Heise
Sun Cities 4 Paws has recently celebrated its 25 year anniversary.
In that time, we have grown from operating out of garages, to a manufacturing building in Peoria
and spaces in a Youngtown strip mall. In early 2021, renovations were completed adding two
medical isolation units and a small lab where cats and kittens can be treated for ringworm and
heal from injuries and other conditions.The Peoria Shelter can now house up to 180 cats/kittens.
We celebrated a Grand Re-Opening in August, and recently completed a shed and walkway in
the back of the building.
Through the years our donors have changed and we strive to keep the community involved with
our shelter/rescue. We are so proud to have some regular sponsors through the past few years
and have added some new faces this past year. Our special events include: Casino Night,
Bowling, Fashion Show, Shred Fest and 50/50 raffles, along with two annual Thrift Store events;
the Annual Kitten Shower and the Holiday Open House, both of which help bring in needed
supplies for kitten season and general care of the cats.
We have expanded our programs to assist with the needs of our cat population. Current ongoing
programs include the Senior Foster/Special Needs fund to help with the high cost of caring for
these cats, The Lucky Fund, which helps pay for diagnostics and treatment of cats and kittens
with medical issues that require more advanced care, and the Sponsor a Shelter Resident
program which helps us care for the cats that are not able to be placed in homes for various
reasons. Additionally, we fundraise both locally and online and grant write to help us with the
hundreds of kittens we take in each year, both for general adoption preparation and spay and
neuter.
We will continue to move forward by networking to our political leaders, expand our connections
with businesses, and with hope of collaborating with other cat shelters to share marketing,
operating ideas and more in Maricopa County.

Financials

Board of Directors

Board of Directors: Pat Kehoe - Director, Ellen Straney - Secretary, Deb Heise - ED, Becky ChaseTreasurer, Ninette Sellar - President, Vicki Colliander Director and Adrenna LaMarca - Director.
(Melissa Penny - Vice President, not pictured)

Managing Staff
Executive Director - Deb Heise
Fundraising and Grants - Angie Grams
Director of Animal Services - Karen Dickey

🌀Thrift Boutique Manager - Maria Gillmore
🌀Senior Foster Coordinator - Dawn Hood
🌀Volunteer Coordinator - Vicki Colliander
Kitten Foster Co-Coordinators 🌀MelissaPenny and Leann Rohde
🌀Volunteer

SPONSORS
Grand Pet Hotel
Jake’sAuto Repair
Menke Funeral Center
Nixon Group
Joseph Martin, CPA

United Car Care
Camino Del Sol Funeral
Chapel Chuck’s Painting
Amber Ruiz
Sunland Plumbing

Spay A Stray
Avrio Pharmacy
Electronic Ink

Supporters
Sun Cities 4 Paws is grateful for our generous supporters. Thank You!!
You can help us rescue cats too! SUN CITIES 4 PAWS RESCUE
Would you like to help? Go to our website, www.4pawsrescue.org and click the green
button in the upper right corner

